2010 Season

Fort Belvoir Little League

What you should know

about signing your Kkids up for baseball

by Bill Behring, League President

Welcome to Fort Belvoir Little League Baseball. This publication is general
information about our league and is intended to help you understand some
of the policies and procedures involved in the operation of a youth baseball
program. The information contained herein is general in nature

and future editions of the newsletter, The Fielder, are to be published 7

as the season progresses to keep you up to date. This information
is also available on the Fort Belvoir Morale Welfare and Recreation
Website, www.belvoirmwr.com. Adobe Acrobat Reader, available
free from Adobe.com must be installed to read the document.

There are many versions or brands of baseball: Pony, Babe Ruth,
Khoury and Little League, just to name a few. Fort Belvoir is a

organization by the government of the United States. By virtue

All players, 9 through 16, new and
réturning, musi atiénd tryout sessions

Dates and times are specified on page 13. For
those involved in other sport activities call for
info on attending an aiternate or special session.
All players league age 12 will be placed in the
Major Division. See page 2 for further
sanctioned league of Little League Baseball, Inc., a registered L information.

of legislation approved unanimously by both the House of
Representatives and the Senate and signed into law by the late President
Lyndon B. Johnson, on 16 July 1964, Little League has been granted a
Congressional Charter of Federal Incorporation. It is this parent
organization with which we maintain our charter for play, issued to us
annually, and are bound by its regulations.

New this season!

Players eight and under in the Machine Pitch and Tee Ball Divisions, will be
assigned to teams whenever possible by their village. This should benefit
families with multiple players of different ages, particularly in carpooling.
It is for this reason the box labeled Belvoir Village? has been added to the
team assignment card. Bear in mind, however, that this may not always be
possible as if one village has all eight-year olds and another has all sevens,
there will still be the goal to age-balance the teams. This policy cannot be
incorporated with the players 9 years old and above as they are drafted by
the coaches of the teams based on the talent they observed during the tryout
sessions held for these ages.

Also new is the sixty-foot diamond complex on 21st Street will be the
location of all games played by the Minor and Major divisions and some
games of the Machine Pitch Division. While this complex is very new, all
amenities have not yet been completed not the least of which are parking
facilities. Notably during the first and third Saturdays of each month when
the Belvoir Thrift Shop is open parking will not be allowed in the lot of the
shop. Parking is allowed on the second and fourth Saturdays as well as
weekday evenings when the shop is closed.

Age Determination
After 55-years of using 31 July as the League Age cutoff date, Little League
changed the cutoff date to 30 April, as did virtually all youth baseball
programs. With this change in place, it permits kids to play with kids their
own age throughout the season. For instance, a 12-year-old player born in
June, in the previous set up, would play the entire season on a team with
kids 13 and 14 years old even though he would not turn 13 until the season

Contents
Tryout Schedule for 9-16
year old players - page 13

Age Determination ................. 1
Who May Play ..........ccccoviienee 2
Registration ...........cccovveeiiieenns 3
Challenger Division .........cc...... 4
Game Scheduling .........cceeeee 5
Fleld Locations...uss.msssseismss 5
Practicos .:siasesssvmsmissssrmas B
Player Participation ................ 5
League Organization............... 6
Team Formation ...........cccecc..e 6
Tournament Play .................... 8
Parent Responsibilities ............ 9
Responsibility of Equipment.. 10
VOIMBBES ..ccoomuvissimmimavmmizins 10
Field Decorum .......eeeommmnnnns 11
Officials usaaovasimssmsns 11
Umpire Considerations ......... 12
Fall Baseball Program ........... 12
Girls Softball.......c..ceeeevviieennns 12

Tryout Schedule (9-16 yrs).... 13




was almost over. The age table below illustrates the “baseball age” of your
kid and the division in which he will play.

Who May Play

All military dependent boys and girls, regardless of where they live, league
age 5-16, that have registered with Child and Youth Services are eligible. If
in signing up for a previous sport since 1 September 2009, you are already
registered with Child and Youth Services, you only update the information
in the Army computer registration program. Most important items to verify
are any changes in address and phone numbers as this is how you are
contacted. In addition, signing up for baseball involves completing the
Team Assignment card, showing proof of age (ID card), sport physical
report, and paying the sign-up fee. Kids living on the installation must
sign up with the Fort Belvoir League with the exception of those living in
Woodlawn Village. They may sign up with either the Belvoir or Woodlawn
League. See residency below.

The player’s age and residence is now more than ever under close scrutiny
by Little League Headquarters in light of the fiasco created in 2001 by the
Rolando Paulino Little League of Bronx, New York whereby, a kid was
playing that was too old for the Major Division and did not have legal
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residence within the league’s boundaries, causing forfeiture of the World Julie Libert
Series Championship. As the Fort Belvoir League President, I will always 7a-80a 9430
b.e in close scrutiny of the residence and age of. each player to insure.the Lynur Washington
kind of embarrassment created by the Paulino Little League to all of Little Coach'’s Training
League Baseball does not befall our league or more important, the players 703-805-1258
who are, as usual, the innocent victims. )
Travis Souza
o Field and Warehouse Manager
Ages: Players, league ages 5-16 years old are eligible. See Table A, below, 703-806-0633
to determine your son’s league age. This league age determines in which L
- . N\ 7/
division he will play except for players 9 through 11 years old. The 9-
through 11-year-old players will be placed on a team in the Minor or Major
Division based on their skills displayed
at the tryout sessions. See Table B, page ~ N
6, for the division/age breakdown. A (" Table A ™
new rule incorporated in the 2008 LITTLE LEAGUE AGE CHART
season is, all players 12 years old will
tryout and be placed on a Major AGE MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR AGE
Division team. Exceptions to permit Yoo Bai Division
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. . . . 3 J b Di Y
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signed up to create more than one team 14 1995 1995 1995 1995 1995 1995 1995 1995 1996 1996 1996 1996 14
in each division. Based on history, in .
both of these divisions, we usually have 16 1994 1994 1994 1994 1994 1994 1994 1994 1995 1995 1995 1995 16
only one team, which is created by the 16 1993 1993 1993 1993 1993 1993 1993 1993 1994 1904 1904 1004 16
i - Division**
first 13 that register. Ideally, wewould |} \; 100, 100 1002 1962 1902 (o2 06z 10w 1983 1993 1983 1983 17
like to have more than one team but a 18 1991 1991 1991 1991 1991 1891 1991 1991 1992 1902 1982 1992 18
mmcllmc;lmGOf 12 player; [:jerl tgam ‘}5" AGE MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR AGE
needed. Games are scheduled wit
*See text this page, paragraph 2 **See text this e, paragraph 3
other leagues around Fort Belvoir. - s P p— w/
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Players 17 and 18 who wish to play will not register with Fort Belvoir, as
there are not enough teams around Fort Belvoir to create a schedule of
games. In effect, this will bea travel team playing games throughout District
9 and surrounding districts. For those interested, contact me by email,
coachbill2@verizon.net for further information.

Residency: Little League Baseball has strict geographical boundaries from
which all players in a given league must reside. Military dependents residing
on Fort Belvoir must sign up for the Belvoir League at Youth Services. The
only two exceptions Little League provides for are: 1) military dependents,
of active or retired sponsors, may play for a military league regardless of
where they live. Conversely, dependents living on the installation (the Fort
Belvoir Little League boundary) cannot play in off post Little Leagues.

Dependents living in the Woodlawn village on north post may play for the
Woodlawn or Belvoir League. This is because the Woodlawn Little League
was formed considerably earlier than our league and because of its proximity,
the Woodlawn League included this village. We had an independent
baseball program in those days and when we joined Little League it was
decided not to be in the best interest of the Woodlawn or Belvoir leagues to
require Woodlawn residents to leave Woodlawn and play at Belvoir. The
Woodlawn housing area at that time had been and still remains within the
boundaries of the Woodlawn Little League. However, by virtue of the fact
the residents are military, they may play for the Belvoir League.

The other exception, 2) is for players who have lived off post and played in
another league. Those players moving on post may continue to play for
their former league. For this exception, I have to sign a waiver each year
for each player for this to happen. It is not likely this waiver will ever be
disapproved. The formality of this insures participants are legal in where
they are playing. If they elect to play at Belvoir for any season, they may
not return to their former league in future seasons.

Registration
Register at the Central Registration Office, Markham School Age Services,
building at 9500 Barlow Road at Mount Vernon Road from 6:30am to
4:30pm, Monday through Friday.

Registration is the process whereby the administrative staff of Youth Services
inputs your family’s specific information into an Army-required database
of all eligible and potential users of Youth Services. The information
collected is required by Headquarters, Department of the Army and is not
passed on to us who are running the Little League as much of it, including
Social Security numbers and shot records (with the exception of the latest
booster shot date) is not needed for Little League purposes. This is why
the two-part Player Assignment Card is completed containing only the
information the league officials and the team coaching staff need. The larger
portion of the card is held by the league president and upon player
assignment; the smaller portion is given to the team manager. Most
important is the medical release form on the back of the card the team
manager must have in his possession. If necessary, this permits him to seek
medical assistance, (usually at Dewitt Army Medical Hospital, located on
post at Belvoir Road and 14th Street,) in the event the parents are not present.
Your local phone numbers are also important, as this is how you will be
contacted in the event of an emergency or even for routine notifications as
in the case of schedule changes.

To register for baseball you will need to provide: 1) a valid sport physical
for the duration of the sport (health assessments are accepted if it
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CALENDAR
2010 Season

Youth Services Registration - Ongoing

5 January Baseball sign-up begins
1 March Sign-up closes

6-13 March Tryouts (9-16 year old)
14 March Daylight saving time begins
16 March Teams formed (9-16 years)
17 March Teams assigned (5-8 years)
17 March Team practices begin
29 Mar-2 Apr Easter school break
4 April Easter
6 April Parents’ orientation

10 April  Opening day
9 May Mother's Day
31 May Memorial Day

20 June Father's Day
22 June School ends

19-26 June Fun tournament
2 July All-star tournament begins

Dates may be changed due to
weather or other unforeseeable
circumstances

Because of the inter-league play in
the Major, Junior, and Senior
Divisions, games may begin earlier

N\ %

Signup / Registration
Hours are 6:30am to 4:30pm
Monday through Friday

Registration Info and
Appointments Call
703-805-9114, 9116, or 9118

Baseball Info Call
Coach Bill 1-540-752-2662
email coachbill2@verizon.net
or
Jerry Arrington
703-805-9139



includes a statement that the “registrant may fully participate in sports,”
2) the child’s state issued birth certificate or, preferred, the military
identification card, and 3) the sport activity fee. The fee for baseball/
softball is $65.00.

The manager’s first child plays free, and each additional child enrolled
in the same sport will play at a 50% discount. (For the purpose of fees
and registration, tee ball, machine pitch, and softball are considered
the same sport—divisions of baseball.) The manager-parent still must
register with Youth Services and complete the Team Assignment card.

No player will be signed up with any guarantee to be on a particular team,
or with a particular coach except in the case of the team manager’s son. See
the Team Formation section on page 6. This policy is in place to prevent the
“stacking” of teams, or the “red-shirting” of players. Managers, as well as
all personnel have been encouraged to recruit players for the league but
they cannot make promises as to which team they will be assigned.

Register Early: Sign up early as teams are formed to accommodate all
prospective players until such time when the registration has to be closed
(in early March) and the teams formed, so practices and games can begin.
Signups cannot go on throughout the season, as all teams must have an
equal number of players, there are no extra uniforms, and over loading a
team with extras cuts down the individual playing time of each player, which
is not fair to those that registered on time. Ideally 12 players for each division
(8 for tee ball, 13 for junior and above) is best as this makes for the maximum
practical amount of player participation time.

Waiting List: A waiting list will be kept after the teams are formed and
season begun so as to permit filling vacancies if and when they occur. Parents
of those on this waiting list will complete the signup process but make no
payment of the registration fee. The potential player will not attend tryouts,
or practice with any already formed team until they are notified by, and
only by, the Youth Sports staff (directory upper left corner of page two) of a
vacancy. Managers and coaches are not authorized to recruit players after
teams have been formed.

Sign Up Fee: This fee contributes to the cost of baseballs, field stripping
paint and chalk, Turface, caps and shirts for each player, which they keep.
Other expenditures incurred are for replacement game equipment such as
helmets, catcher’s equipment, bats, pants, printed material, umpire
equipment and training and franchise fees to Little League Headquarters,
Williamsport and Little League Virginia District 9. Other expenses are
incurred with participation in all-star competition or other tournaments.
Some of these additional expenses are: all-star uniforms/shirts, caps,
additional baseballs, and team entry fees to the league or organization
sponsoring the tournaments.

Items the registration fee does not cover, but the players will need, include
but are not limited to: a catcher’s protective cup (some coaches may require
all players to wear one at all times), a (leather) fielder’s glove (the catcher’s
mitt is furnished), rubber moided cleats or athletic shoes, and white socks.
(The white socks are not required in our machine pitch and tee
ball divisions.) Player-owned first baseman’s and catcher’s mitts
are not required, nor recommended, however players who have
them must also have a fielder’s glove as the mitts cannot be worn
when playing any other position.

—
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Challenger Division

The Little League Challenger
Division is for kids ages 4-21 with
disabilities. It is operated under the
auspices of Little League Virginia
District 9 (the District Fort Belvoir
belongs to) by Central Springfield
Little League.

Opening ceremony is 2pm, Sunday,
28 March at West Springfield High
School with games beginning on
Sunday, 5 April. Games are played
on Sundays at Springfield’s Trailside
Park.

Many other activities are available
throughout the year as members of
Eddie’s Club.

Challenger Division information is
available at Central Registration,
Fort Belvoir. More information is
available on the web at:
www.springfieldchallenger.org
or for ages 4-12 contact:
Eddie Garretson
703-304-2330
egarret166 @aol.com
or for ages 13-21 contact:

Bella Hosler
540-372-6605

W

vamamoose @aol.com






























